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BREEDING SYSTEMS IN A CHANGING WORLD 

Satellite symposium of IWSG Conference, 22 September 2022 

Szeged, Hungary 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Date: Thursday 22 September 2022 

 

Venue: Szeged, Hungary 

Name and street: IH Redezvényközpont, Felső Tisza-Part 2, Szeged, 6721 

Room: “Szeged” (only one building) 

GPS coordinates of the building entrance: 46.256692°N, 20.158124°E 

 

Organizers: Vojtěch Kubelka, William Jones & Tamás Székely 

 

Time is given in Central European Summer Time (CEST). 

The first authors (presenters) are noted in the programme. 
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OVERVIEW 

 

Shorebirds exhibit an unusual level of variation in their mating systems and parenting, and this 

variation has attracted interest from ecologists, evolutionary biologists and sociobiologists. 

However, the world is rapidly changing due to human activities that include changes in breeding 

habitats, climatic variations, and various human-induced selective pressures such as increased 

predation and/or disturbance on breeding grounds. The aim of this full-day symposium is to 

overview ongoing research programmes that are uncovering the ecological, evolutionary and 

anthropogenic effects on shorebird breeding behaviour that include – but not restricted to – 

timing of breeding, mate choice and courtship behaviour, pair-bonding, incubation, chick care 

and other aspects of breeding ecology. We will also encourage large-scale collaborative studies 

to uncover the evolutionary drivers of breeding system variations, and investigate how these 

studies can lead to conservation actions that benefit shorebirds by protecting their breeding 

habitats. 

The symposium is supported by ÉLVONAL Shorebird Science project 

(https://www.elvonalshorebirds.com) – Sex role evolution: testing the impacts of ecology, 

demography and genes – which targets understanding the sex roles variation using shorebirds 

as excellent model system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Wed 21 September – arrival  

 

19:00–22:00 Régi Híd Vendéglő Restaurant, Szeged, street: Oskola 4 

GPS coordinates: 46.250950 °N, 20.150320°E 

Informal meeting and discussions, dinner together. The pub is close to the meeting venue. 

 

 

 

Thu 22 September – Szeged conference venue  

Name and street: IH Rendezvényközpont, Felső Tisza-Part 2, Szeged, 6721 

Room: “Szeged” 

 

10:00–11:00   SESSION 1 

Tamás Székely (10:00–10:30) 

Breeding systems in a changing word: a sex role perspective 

Vojtěch Kubelka (10:30–11:00) 

ÉLVONAL Shorebird Science network – what we are and what we do?   

 

11:00–11:30 – coffee break 

 

http://elvonalshorebirds.com/
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11:30–12:30   SESSION 2 

Vojtěch Kubelka & Cristina Carmona (11:30–11:50) 

Sex roles, life-history and environmental impacts on courtship in shorebirds 

 

Nolwenn Fresneau (11:50–12:10)  

Comparative analysis of incubation in shorebirds 

Grant McDonald (12:10–12:30)  

Climatic drivers of dynamic sex roles in brood care 

 

 

12:30–14:00 – lunch break 

 

14:00–15:30 SESSION 3 

William Jones (14:00–14:30)  

Tropical shorebirds: prior knowledge, ongoing challenges and future directions 

Zsófia Tóth (14:30–14:50)  

The relationship between mating systems and spermatozoa characteristics in shorebirds 

Kees Wanders (14:50–15:10)  

Latitude and incubation behaviour in the Common Ringed Plover 

José Valdebenito (15:10–15:30)  

Sex-specific cellular immunity and its potential effect in mortality across shorebirds: a 

comparative analysis 

 

 

15:30–16:00 – coffee break 

 

16:00–16:40 SESSION 4 

Orr Spiegel (16:00–16:20) pre-recorded talk 

Movements and behaviours of the Spur-winged Lapwing 

Yachang (16:20–16:40) pre-recorded talk 

Tracking White-faced plover: what we have learned so far? 

 

19:00–21:00 Welcome IWSG conference dinner at the conference venue 

Dinner together, continuing the informal discussion and future planning  
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Notes: 

 

Timetable of the meeting programme is indicative. We do not have parallel sessions, therefore 

we can adjust it nicely to actual circumstances. If any major change will take place, you will 

be informed in time. 

 

Some of the talks will be pre-recorded but discussion will be live. Be ready for live discussion 

around the time designed for your talk. 

 

If you have any particular idea, issue or topic which you would like to discuss with everybody 

at the Breeding systems in a changing world symposium, please let us know via e-mail 

(kubelkav@gmail.com) and we will do our best to incorporate it into the meeting programme.  

 

 

 

mailto:kubelkav@gmail.com

